CENTRALANTIKVARIATET -

1 ALBERTUS MAGNUS (attr.) De secretis mulierum. Item de virtutibus herbarum
lapidum et animalium. Amsterdam, apud Henricum et Theod. Boom, 1669. 12mo.
329,+ (6) pp. A few small and minimal stains. Recurring very weak dampstain in
the margin in the lower corner. Some pages with folds. Crossed out notation on
title page. Bound together with:

BALDUINUS, Christian Adolph. Aurum superius & inferius aurae superioris et
inferioris hermeticum, Christiani Adolphi Balduini. Amsterdam, apud Joannem
Jansonium a Waesberge, 1675. 12mo. (20),+ 96,+ (13) pp.+ 3 engr. fold. plates. Small
hole near the spine on p. 5-6 with loss of a couple of letters. Slightly soiled contem-
porary vellum with blue sprinkled edges. Traces of removed wax seal on inside
front board. Library bookplate of the Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg,
and its handwritten number-label on spine. 30000:-




STCN 095189181 resp. 097596558. Ferguson
L pp. 15 resp. 68. Caillet 662 for Balduinus
("Petit traité fort rare de la pierre philo-
sophale”), this edition of Albertus Magnus
not in Caillet. Duveen p. 41 for Balduinus.
Verginelli 22, for an incomplete copy of
Balduinus.

Later edition of "De secretis mulierum”
(On the secrets of women), an immen-

sly popular work which was published
many times during the 15th, 16th, and
17th centuries, sometimes separately and
sometimes in compilations such as this,
which also contains “Liber aggregationis”
and "De mirabilibus mundi” as well as
”De secretis naturae” by Michael Scotus.
The works attributed to Albertus Magnus
were not written by him, but by followers
who drew (sometimes faultily) from his §
work. Suggested authors have been Tho-
mas of Brabant and Henry of Saxony, but
they have since been ruled out.

Balduinus book is an enlarged version of a
tract (Aurum Aurae) originally published
in 1673. This edition (including the appen-
dix on the unpaginated thirteen pages at
the end, with separate title: "Phosphorus
Hermeticus sive magnes luminaris”.) was
also published by Georg Heinrich Fro-

mann in Frankfurt and Leipzig the same
year (1675). J

Balduinus (Christian Adolf Baldewein, 1632-82) was

a magistrate in GrofSenhain in Sachsen. He was a
dedicated alchemist and convinced that the “prime
matter” from which the Philosopher’s stone is made
was volatile and could only be found in the air. It was
when experimenting with this process that he chanced
upon the phosphorous substance that came to bear his
name (Balduins phosphorous, actually Calcium ni-
trate). It is this "light magnet” that is described in the




"Phosphorus Hermeticus”. The main work "deals with the extraction of gold from
the air by universal magnetism” (Thorndike VIII, p381). Also contains a celebratory
poem "Madrigal” by Johann Engelhart.

2 BASILIUS VALENTINUS. Chymische Schriften
alle, so viel derer verhanden, anitzo zum ersten
mahl zusammen gedruckt, auf3 vielen so wol ge-
schriebenen als gedruckten Exemplaren vermehret
und verbessert und in Zwey Theile verfasset. 1-2.
Hamburg, in Verlegung Johann Naumanns und
Georg Wolff, 1677. 8vo. Engr. front.+ (46),+ 456,+
(24); (2),+ 400,+ (28) pp. Woodcut illustrations in
the text. Scattered stains. Old ink margin markings
and sometimes underlinings. Ink notations on a
few pages, longer notation on p. 383 in part two.
Notations on front flyleaf. Somewhat soiled con-
temporary vellum. Owner’s notation of Johan
Oliviekrans. Library bookplate of the Provincial

masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its handwrit-
ten number-label on spine.
30000:-

VD17 3:300698R. Cf. Ferguson

L pp. 771}, Caillet pp. 114ff and
Duveen pp. 46ff for other edi-
tions.




Later edition of the collected alchemical writings of Basilius Valentinus. The often
missing frontispiece is present, but in a very weak print.

Basilius Valentinus is said to be a Benedictine monk
of the 15th century, but is likely a pseudonym used

by one or more later alchemical writers. It has been
believed that the actual author is Johan Tholde (1565-
1614), a salt manufacturer and alchemist, but later
scholarship suggests that Tholde is only the first of
several authors to use the name. Tholde was the pu-
blisher of the first work ascribed to Basilus “Ein kurtz
summarischer Tractat, [...] Von dem grossen Stein der
Uralten” 1599 which contains his famous twelve keys
to the Philosopher’s stone, here illustrated with char-
ming woodcuts.

Ferguson writes: "Whether Basilius Valentinus was
a real person or not, whether he was a Benedictine
monk at Erfurt or at Walkenried or not, whether he
was a Benedictine monk at all or not, whether he
was a native of Alsace or not, whether he flourished
in 1413 or 1493, or in both, or neither, whether his
works had been hidden and were afterwards dis-
covered by a flash of lightning or not, whether they
were by him or by his editor Tholde or Tholden,
whether they are all genuine or some are by other
writers, whether Paracelsus copied him or he Pa-
racelsus, whether the works are not really by Para-
celsus, whether the name Basilius Valentinus is not
made up and may even denote the Alchemical mys-

tery itself are questions which have been debated”.

Johan Paulin Olivekrantz (1633-1707) was a lawyer
and diplomat who rose to great prominence in the Swedish diplomatic corps of the
17th century, among other things he represented Sweden at the negotiations at Nij-
megen in 1678-79.




3 BEKKER, Balthasar. Die Bezauberte Welt:
Oder eine griindliche Untersuchung des allge-
meinen Aberglaubens, betreffend, die Arth und
das Vermogen, Gewalt und Wirckung des Sa-
tans und der bosen Geister iiber den Menschen,
und was diese durch derselben Kraftt und Ge-
meinschafft thun: So aus natiirlicher Vernunftt
und H. Schrifft in 4 Biichern zu bewehren sich
unternommen hat Balthasar Bekker, S. Theol.
Doct. und Prediger zu Amsterdam. Nebenst
des Authoris generale Vorrede iiber diese seine
4 Buicher; wie und welcher Gestalt dieselbe zu
lesen, der Zweck seines Vorhabens, und dann
die Ordnung, so er darinnen gehalten. Aus
dem Holldndischen nach der letzten vom Aut-
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hore vermehrten Edition. In die Teutsche Sprache tibersetzet. Amsterdam, bey

Daniel von Dahlen [but probably Hamburg, Hertel], 1693. 4to. 39,+ (1),+ 120, 113-

136,+ 270,+ (2),+ 72, 71-194, 179,+ (3),+ 308,+ (4) pp-+ engr. plate. Portrait in woodcut

on title page. Scattered small stains and occasional foxing mostly in the margins.

Sometimes thin paper, with small holes in pp 33-36 in the first pagination. Foxing

to the plate. Slightly worn contemporary calf
with raised bands, rich but oxidized gilt or-
namentation on spine and sprinkled edges.
Library bookplate of the Provincial masonic
lodge of Gothenburg, and its handwritten

number-label on spine. 18000:-

VD17 3:303184Q. Weller, Die falschen und
fingierten Druckorte, p. 44. The important
first German edition of this famous refutation
of many superstitions of the time. Originally
published in Dutch in four parts 1691-93.

Balthasar Bekker (1634-98) was a German-
Dutch clergyman, theologian and philosopher.
Bekker casts doubt over the ideas of spirtual
powers and diabolical possession, drawing on

the philosophy of Descartes and Spinoza. He especially critizises the witch trials that
plagued northern Europe at the time. His denial of the power of the devil on earth
got him into trouble with the church, but his contribution played an important part

in early enlightenment and in the ending of witchcraft persecutions.



4 GRAMAN, Melchior. Prognosticon astrologicum. Und Practica, Auffs Jahr
nach der gnadenreichen Geburt unsers einigen Erlosers und Seligmachers Jesu
Christ M.DC.X. Darinnen griindtlicher Bericht von den Finsternissen, Seen und
Pflantzen, vier Zeiten, Friichten der Erden, Krieg, ReiseFahrten, Kranckheiten,
bosen Aspecten und Gewitter, zubefinden,
zur Nachrichtung beschrieben, und gestel-
let, Durch M. Melchiorem Gramanum,
Physicum, Fiirstlichen sachsischen ins Stifft
Merseburgk bestelten Medicum Chirurgum,
und Biirgern zu Hall in Sachsen. Erfurt, Ja-
cob Singe, (1609). 4to. (32) pp. Browning th-
roughout. Smudged print on p. (8). Later vel-
lum with gilt spine. Library bookplate of the
Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg,
and its handwritten number-label on spine.

20000:-

VD1y 23:285604X. Dedicated to the mayor
and council of the town of Merseburg.

Melchior Graman (1575-1637) from Erfurt, was a physician and ”doctor medicinae
chymitrae” educated at the universities in Erfurt, Leipzig and Marburg, who rose
to the position of “Fiirstlich-Sdchsicher Chirurg” in Merseburg. He published his
first “Prognosticon Astrologicum” while still a student, in 1601. In addition to this
prognisticon for 1610 he also published a calendar for the same year.




5 HERLITZ, David (Ed.) Hermetischer Rosenkrantz, das ist: Vier schone, aufler-
lesene chymische Tractdtlein, nemlich I. Artephii des uhralten Philosophi von der
geheimen Kunst, und Stein der Weisen, Geheimes Buch. II. Johannis Garladii seu
Hortulani Angli, Compendium Alchimiae, oder Erkldrung der Smaragdischen
Tafel Hermetis Trismegisti. III. M. Arnoldi De Villa Nova, Erkldrung tiber den
Commentarium Hortulani. IV. Bernhardi Comitis Trevis absonderlicher Tractat
vom Stein der Weisen. Allen Liebhabern der edlen Kunst zum besten, aus dem
Latein, ins Teutsche gebracht, und nun zum andern mahl zum Druck befodert.
Hamburg, Bey Michael Pfeiffern in Verlegung Joh. Naumanns, 1682. 8vo. 110 pp.
Title page with small stain, and has been pasted to the flvleaf in the inner mar-
gin, with resulting loss of some letters. A few
small stains. Recurring light dampstain in
the lower margin and outer lower corner. Old
margin notes and underlinings on pp. 13, 24,
40-41 and 49. Sewn in contemporary marbled
wrapper. Library bookplate of the Provincial
masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its hand-
written number-label on spine. 18000:-

VD17 39:116249U. Ferguson I, p. 397 “This col-
lection was made by David Herlicius”. Caillet
5107. Duveen p. 292, for the 1747 edition. This
is the second edition, the first was published
in 1659. With an introductory verse signed
"HR.C.

The book is a collection of four alchemical
tracts by Artephius, Johannes de Garlandia
(Hortulanus), Arnaldus de Villa Nova, and Bernard of Treviso respectively. The es-
says mostly concern the Philosopher’s stone; as the slogan on the title page happily
exclaims: "DifS Biichlein ist viel Geldes wert, wirstu es recht verstahn/ Die giilden
Kunst kein ander Buch dich besser lehren kan.”

David Herlitz (or Herlicius) (1557-1635) was a medical doctor, and a renowned mat-
hematician , astronomer (astrologer), and author of Latin poetry. He was active in
Stargard in Pommerania, and his mathematical writings were so famous, that Wal-
lenstein, during his stay there in 1628 commissioned him to write a horoscope over
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden. Herlitz published books in many subjects ranging
from popular almanacs with astrological predictions to explanations of Ovidius’
Metamorphosis and of Horatius "De arte poetica”. He lost his library and manus-
cripts in the fires resulting from the siege of Stargard in 1635 and died shortly there-
after. Even though he, according to Ferguson, was a believer in the alchemical arts,
this posthumus collection is the only work by him on the subject.



6 LANCILOTTI, Carlo. Der brennende Salamander, oder Zerlegung, der zu der
Chimie gehorigen Materien, so da ist ein Wegweiser oder Unterricht sich in allen
Arbeiten der Scheid-Kunst zu iiben. Benebenst dem auftgeweckten Chimisten,
sammt beygefiigter Anleitung von Erwehlung des Vitriols. In Druck gegeben
durch Carl Lancilot, Medicum und Chimi-
cum, erst aus dem Italidnischen ins Holldn-
dische: Nun aber aus der Hollindischen in
die Hochteutsche Sprache tibersetzet durch
J. L. M. C. Frankfurt a.M, Johann Haaf3, 1681
/ Lubeck, In Verlegung Samuel Ottens und
Johan Wiedmeyers. 8vo. (14),+ 305,+ (9) pp-+
4 engr. plates of apparatus. Repair to the
outer corner of the title leaf. Title page and
last page soiled. Stains. Neat underlinings
and margin markings. Soiled contemporary
vellum with handwritten title on spine.
Sprinkled edges. Library bookplate of the

Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg,
and traces of removed older label. Hand
written number-label on spine. 18000:-

VD1y 39:115922M. Ferguson II. p. 6 and Verginelli 176, for the 1697 edition. Cail-

let 6062, for a 1684 edition. Duveen p. 336f. The originals "Guida alla chimica”
and "Nuova guida alla Chimica” were published in Modena 1672 and Venice 1677
respectively. The Dutch translation "De bran- . - '
dende Salamander” was published in 1680. The
German translation is made by Johann Lange
Mledicinae] Clandidatus]. The book is a manual,
teaching the proper preparation of all manner of
tinctures and medicaments. The first chapter is

a presentation of chemistry in general and of the
tools to be used, the second chapter deals with
herbs and plants, the third with minerals. The
fourth, fifth and sixth chapters concern Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Sol and Luna (i.e. lead, tin,
copper, iron, gold and silver.) The last chapter is
called "Der auffgeweckte Chymist” and presents
medicaments that are handy to have in the phar-
macy, some of the author’s own invention.




7 LEMNIUS, Levin || HORST, Jacob (translator and ed.) Levini Lemnii Occulta
naturae miracula. Wunderbarliche Geheimnisse der Natur in des Menschen leibe
und Seel, auch in vielen andern natiirlichen dingen, als Steinen, Ertzt, Gewechs
und Thieren. Allen frommen Hauflwirthen, verstendigen Hausfrawen, fleissigen
Naturkiindigern, guten Hausértzten, liebhabern der gesundtheit, und gemeinen
Vaterland zum besten, nicht allein aus dem Latein in Deutsche Sprach gebracht,
sondern auch zum dritten mal vermehret, und eines grossen theils von newes selbs
geschrieben durch Iacobum Horstium, der freyen Kiinst und Artzney doctorem.
(Heidelberg), Typis Voegelinianis, 1601. 4to. (8),+ 379+ (blank),+ (8),+ 526,+ (22) pp.
Title printed in red and black, with a woodcut vignette. Stains in the margins and
some small stains in the text. Worse stains on pp. 325-29 in the first pagination
and on pp. 79-80, 117-18, 172-73, 248 and 439-42 in the second. Old underlinings on
p- 249. Repair to the upper margin in the beginning of the second pagination and
tear in p. 167. Soiled contemporary vellum with almost illegible handwritten title
on spine. Traces of missing leather ties. Owner’s notation dated 1610 on titlepage.
Library bookplate of the Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its hand-
written number-label on spine. 13000:-




VD17 12:640675Z. Cf. Ferguson II, p. 24, note. Later edition, with a printed dedica-
tion to Christian IV of Denmark, of Jacob Horst’s expanded translation of Lemnius’
book of secrets. Horst’s translation was first pu-
blished in 1572, the original was first published

in 1559.

Levin Lemnius (or Lemne or Lemmens) from
Zierkzee in Holland was a famous physician
and author who had studied under Vesalius.
His book on the secrets of nature was a great
success and was published in many editions
and translated into several languages. Ferguson
writes: "It is a most heterogeneous collection,
heterogeneously piled together, of notions on
physiological, physical, medical, religious, and
moral topics, with attempts to explain pheno-
mena in nature which subsequent enquiry has

shown do not exist at all. The collection is a

very curious one, notwithstanding, and furnishes good instances of popular ideas
about natural things current three hundred years ago”. (Ferguson, John. “Biographi-
cal Notes on Histories of Inventions and Books of Secrets” Part I. pp. 10)

MIZAULD, Antonio. Centuriae IX. memorabilium, utilium, ac iucundorum

in aphorismos arcanorum omnis generis locupletes, perpulcre digestae Antonio
Mizaldo Monluciano, medico auctore. Accessit his appendix nonnullorum se-
cretorum, experimentorum, antidotorumgq; contra varios morbos, tam ex libris
manuscriptis quam typis excusis collecta. Seorsum excusa, Harmonia coelestium
corporum & humanorum, dialogis undecim astronomice & medice per Anton
Mizaldum elaborata & demonstrata. Item Memorabilium aliquot naturae arcano-
rum sylvula, rerum variarum sympathias & antipathias, libellis II. complectens.
Frankfurt, Nicolai Hoffmann, 1613. 8vo. (32),+ 443,+ (1) pp. Small margins, especi-
ally at the top. Slightly browned and with light foxing. Slight soiling and wrinkling
to front fly leaves. Small stains on pp. (7-8), (13-14) and 259. Tear in the margin of p.
(3-4). Small hole in the margin of p. 35. Very light dampstain in the margin of the
first 100 pages. Soiled and slightly worn contemporary vellum with red sprinkled
edges. Library bookplate of the Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its
handwritten number-label on spine. 6000:-

VD1y 23:237596H. Ferguson II p. 96f. and Wellcome 4368 for the 1592 edition. Caillet
p. 116 and Duveen p. 407 for other editions. First published in 1566. This is a reprint
of the Frankfurt editions of 1592 and 1599 (and of an edition without the "Memorabi-
lium aliquot naturae arcanorum sylvula” 1589).



With separate titles for: "Memorabilium aliquot naturae arcanorum sylvula, rerum
variarum sympathias, & antipathias, seu naturales concordias & discordias, libellis
duobos complectens.” which makes up pp. 269-355 (with somewhat erratic pagina-
tion) and "Harmonia coelestium corporum et humanorum dialogis undecim ast-
ronomice & medice per Anton Mizaldum Monlucianum elaborata et demonstrata.
Ad Antonium Olivarium Lumbariesum antistitem eximium.” (pp. 357-443). On the
last page is a verse celebrating Mizauld, written by Johannes Perellus, a French phi-
lologist who in 1535 had published an edition of the "Mensibus Atticis” of Theodorus
Gaza.

Antonius Mizauld (1510?-1578) was a very successful physician and medicinal doctor
who in his later career became a prolific writer and compiler of books on the secrets
of nature. John Ferguson writes at length about Mizauld: "born at Monlugon in
Bourbonnois, early in the sixteenth century. He studied medicine in Paris, gradua-
ted and entered upon practice, in which he was so successful, as to have merited the
epithet of the French Aesculapius. Under Oronce Finé, he acquired skill in astrology,
working it as a branch of medicine, after the custom of those days. He was summo-
ned to the Court, was a friend of Princess Marguerite de Valois, and was a man of
some rank. Persuaded that he had a nobler mission than that of healing, he relin-
quished his profession to devote himself to investigating the secrets of nature and to
writing books. In the latter he succeeded, but in spite of his endeavours, nature kept
her secrets still undivulged. He was devoted to astronomy and astrology, but escaped
the pitfall of alchemy. After what must have been a laborious life, he died in 1578.
[-]



In drawing up these collections, Mizauld laid

under contribution ancient and modern wri- AERORABILIVM,
. VM, AC I¥CYNDORVAL
ters alike, and extracted from them all the o et smeie g
i e .
LTS 4:2; DF MIKLVElA-

e

marvellous stories they contained, without i HTT A END i 0w
ez gramam, §rnerimentasum, Antl

troubling very much about their probability, or Ly

UXMON A COLLESTIFAE COXPRL.

attempting to apply any criticism whatsoever.
[...] The contents of this book are certainly
woth noting, and one can only say that if cer-
tain of the secrets are true they surpass belief,
and if they are not, Mizauld’s belief must have
surpassed credulity. At the same time, the col-
lection, however unsuited for the present it be,

is interesting, not to say valuable, as a record

of many popular ideas on natural history and science, and as affording clues to the
origins of popular beliefs , old-fashioned cures, and proverbial sayings.” (Ferguson,
John. "Biographical Notes on Histories of Inventions and Books of Secrets” Part IV.

pp. 31f)

MONTE-SNYDER, Joh. de. Tractatus

de medicina universali. Das ist von der
Universal Medicin, wie nemlich dieselbe
in denen dreyen Reichen der Mineralien,
Animalien und Vegetabilien zu finden
und daraus zu wege zu bringen, durch ein
besonders Universal Menstruum, welches
auff und zuschliessen, und jedes Metall in
Materiam primam bringen kan, auch wie
dadurch das fixe unzerstorliche Gold in ein
warhafftes Aurum potabile zu bringen, so
sich nimmermehr wieder in ein fix Gold-
Corpus reduciren lasset, Gott zu Ehren,
und dem menschlichen Geschlecht zu son-

derbahrem Trost und Nutzen anitzo wie-

deriim zum Druck beférdert, und mit einer

kurtzen griindlichen Erklarung auch beygefiigeten Spagyrischen Grundregeln
illustriret durch A. Gottlob B. Franckfurt und Leipzig, In Verlegung Thomae Mat-
thiae Gotzens sel. Erben, 1678. 8vo. 176 pp. Ugly stain on pp. 14-15, and a few lighter
stains in the margins. Bound together with:

MONTE-SNYDER, Joh. de. Metamorphosis planetarum. Das ist: Eine wun-
derbarliche Veranderung der Planeten und Metallischen Gestalten in ihr erstes
Wesen, mit beygefiigtem Procef} und Entdeckung der dreyen Schliissel, so zur
Erlangung der drey Principia gehorig, und wie das Universale Generalissimum zu



erlangen, in vielen Ortern dieses Biichleins beschrieben. Anietzo wiederumb zum
Druck befordert durch A. Gottlob B. Franckfurt a.M, Verlegts Georg Heinrich
Oehrling / Wetzslar, druckts Ernst Winkler, 1700. 8vo. Engraved extra title page,+
142 pp. Contemporary slightly soiled vellum. Library bookplate of the Provincial
masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its handwritten number-label on spine. 18000:-

VD17 39:116331G & 23:644439L. Ferguson II pp. 104f. Caillet 7689 ¢ 7690. Duveen p.
411 lists the first edition of "Medicina universali”, published in 1662 and the 1684 edi-
tion of "Metamorphosis planetarum”. This is the second edition of the "Tractatus”
and the third edition of the "Metamorphosis”.

First work with separate title page on p. 139. "Spagyrische GrundRegeln, aus des
vortrefflichen Joh. de Monte-Snyders Tract. De Medicina universali, verfasset, und
dem geneigten Leser zu erspriefSlichen Nutzen vorgestellet von A. Gottlob B.” listing
150 general rules of universal medicine based on Montesnyder’s work. The editor of
both works (and author of the Spagyrische Grund-Regeln) was dr. Adam Gottlob
Berlich who also published a dissertation on the subject "Dissertatio inauguralis de
medicina universali. Praes. Rudolf Wilhelm Crause.” Jena, 1679.

Schmieder writes that although the aut-
hor called himself Monte Snyder, which
to him suggests a dutch origin, the aut-
hor was actually from the Pfalz and his
name was Mondschneider. He relates
the story that Monte Snyder inherited
an alchemical tincture from his relative
the doctor Laevinus Lemnius who died
in Heidelberg 1568, and that it was with
this tincture that Monte Snyder traveled
around and performed transmutations,
most notably in Vienna in 1660, in the
presence of Kaiser Leopold I and in
Aachen in 1667, under the inspection of
an experienced goldsmith. It is said that
as Monte Snyder ran out of his inherited
tincture he fell into poverty and died

a pauper in Mainz. (Schmieder, Karl it
Christoph. Geschichte der Alchemie. 5 S
Halle, 1832. pp. 403ff.)

Thorndike writes: "The work of Johann de Montesnyder on the universal medicine

is alchemical rather than medical and is written in German. It discusses such topics
and questions as the universal menstruum of all metals and minerals; the magical
elements and their reduction to the three principles; wether the universal medicine is
to be found in the seven stars, i.e. metals, or just in gold and first matter. [...]



Montesnyder had previously composed a work on the Metamorphosis of the Planets
(i.e. metals), in the preface to which he mentions a still earlier treatise, De elementis
magicis, which I have not seen. The text speaks of three worlds, how to distinguish
the hermaphroditish little irrational mineral world from the lunar feminine Ge-
buhrt, of the double and universal nature of the hermaphroditish microcosm, how
the planets serve the monarch of this world, how Mercury, after he triumphs, chan-
ges himself into mercury of the philosophers, and many other metaphorical represen-
tations of the chemical process.” (Thorndike VIII, p. 355f)
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MONTE-SNYDER, Joh. de Tractatus de medicina
universali. Das ist: Von der Universal-Medicin,

wie nemlich dieselbe in denen dreyen Reichen der
Mineralien, Animalien und Vegetabilien zu finden
und daraus zu wege zu bringen, durch ein besonders
Universal Menstruum, welches auft- und zuschlies-
sen, und jedes Metall in Materiam primam bringen
kan, auch wie dadurch das fixe unzerstérliche Gold
in ein warhafftes Aurum potabile zu bringen, so sich
nimmermehr wieder in ein fix Gold-Corpus redu-
ciren lisset, Gott zu Ehren, und dem menschlichen
Geschlecht zu sonderbarem Trost und Nutzen an-
jetzo wiederum zum Druck beférdert, und mit einer

kurtzen griindlichen Erklarung, auch beygefiige-
ten Spagyrischen Grundregeln illustriret durch A.
Gottlob B. Frankfurt a.M., Verlegung Georg Heinrich Oehrlings, 1699. 8vo. 176 pp.
Slightly soiled. Dampstain to p. 6 and in upper margin from p. 40. Ink marking in
margin on p. 161 and underlinings on pp. 103-05. Bound together with:
MONTE-SNYDER, Joh. de. Metamorpho-

sis planetarum. Das ist: Eine wunderbarliche
Verenderung der Planeten und Metallischen
Gestalten in ihr erstes Wesen, mit beygefiigtem
Procef} und Entdeckung der dreyen Schliissel, so
zur Erlangung der drey Principia gehorig, und
wie das Universale Generalissimum zu erlangen,
in vielen Ortern dieses Biichleins beschrieben.
Anietzo wiederumb zum Druck befordert durch
A. Gottlob B. Franckfurt und Leipzig, Verlegts
Tobias Oehrling, 1684. 8vo. Engraved extra title,+
139 pp. The extra title bound at p. 14. Closely cut
title page. Dampstain in the upper margin to p.
35 and from p. 66 worse towards the end. Small
stain on p. 71. Pencil scribblings on inside of rear



board. Soiled contemporary vellum with handwritten title on spine. Library book-
plate of the Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and its handwritten number-
label on spine. 15000:-

VD17 39:117198T & 23:242904N. Ferguson II, pp. 104f. Caillet 7689 & 7690. Duveen

p. 411 lists the first edition of "Medicina universali”, published in 1662 and this edi-
tion of "Metamorphosis planetarum”, which he erroneously calls the “First edition

in German” (the actual first German edition was published in Amsterdam in 1663).
This is the third edition of the "Tractatus” and the second edition of the "Metamorp-
hosis”, supplied with a common half-title "Joh. de Monte-Snyders Chymische Schriff-

»

ten.

First work with separate title page on p. 141. "Spagyrische Hoc dicor
Grund-Regeln, aus des vortrefflichen Joh. de Monte-Snyders Amore.
Tract. De Medicina universali, verfasset, und dem geneigten More

Leser zu erspriefSlichen Nutzen vorgestellet von A. Gottlob Ote. *

B.” listing 150 general rules of universal medicine based on

Re.

Montesnyder’s work (the last rule unnumbered in this edition
due to a printing error).

11

POLEMANN, Joachim. Novum lumen medicum, in welchem die vortrefiliche
und hochnéthige Lehre des hochbegabten Philosophs Helmontii, von dem hohen
Geheimnis des Sulphuris philosophorum. Aus getreuen wolmeynenden Gemiithe
gegen die Unwissenden und Irrenden, wie auch aus mitleidendem Hertzen gegen
die Krancken, griindlich erkldret wird, von Joachimo Polemann. Amsterdam,
Wilhelm Welmsonius / Leipzig, Joh. Herbord Klof3, 1699. 12mo. (6),+ 245 pp. Some
foxing, stain on p. (4). Bound together with:
(PUECHER, Johannes?) De viribus & usu auri
& argenti, debite praeparati. Das ist: Vom Nutz
und Gebrauch der wahren Gold- und Silber
Artzeneyen, als die aus einer metallischen Form
in ein wiirckliche Medicin gebithrend und
rechtmissig gebracht. Auf§ etlichen Autoribus,
wie auch eigner Erfahrung zusammen getragen
durch ... zusammen getragen Durch J. de B. Am-
sterdam, Wilhelm Welmsonius / Leipzig, Joh.
Herbord Klof3, 1699. 12mo. (46) pp. Very closely
cut, with loss of some letters on leaves B2-B4.
Contemporary vellum with neatly handwritten
titles on spine. A few spots on the board. Library
bookplate of the Provincial masonic lodge of
Gothenburg, and its handwritten number-label

on spine. 15000:-



VD17 23:291224Z, for Polemann & 3:312781Y for "De viribus & usu auri & argenti’.
Ferguson II, p. 210. Caillet 8803 & 8804 and cf. Duveen p. 479, for Polemann. "De
viribus...” not in Ferguson, Cailllet or Duveen.

Later edition of Polemann’s "Novum lumen medicum” which was first published in
Amsterdam 1659.

Joachim Polemann was born in Stettin in the 1620’s, probably the son of a physician
or apothecary. He was a chemist and a follower of Jacob Béhme as well as of the
Dutch chemist and physician Jan Baptist Helmont (1580-1644), himself a disciple of
Paracelsus. In this book, as Polemann explains in the dedication to count palatinate
Christian August (who also engaged in alchemical experimentation), Polemann
wants to provide clarification of the often obscure words of that “scharffsichtigen
Philosophi”, as many physicians of the age were unable to convert Helmont’s teach-
ings into medicinal practice. He was especially concerned with the tincture of copper
“als dessen Krafft die Krancken in ihren Schmertzen und grossen Nothen erfreuen
kan”. Polemann was so successful in this endeavor that he gained notoriety accross
Europe as an accomplished chemist. He was known as a great traveller who had
even visited “oriental parts”. He lived in Amsterdam for a long time and from 1663 in
London, where he was held in esteem as an alchemical physician sucessfully curing
many ailments. Kathrin Pfister, who in the article "Joachim Polemann - Biograph-
ische Notizen zu einem Fachschriftsteller und Alchemiker des 17. Jahrhunderts” has
tried to map Polemanns life, says that all traces of him end in Westminster in Strut-
ton ground, in London in 1672.

Second edtion of "De viribus & usu auri & ar-

. Doriibm® UG
genti”, which is a little book of instructions on AURI & ARGENTI.
how to cure all manner of diseases and afflic- : debité praeparati. d

Das ift:

tions using carefully prepared powders of gold
and silver is possibly originally brought together J Ship unb Scbraucy
by a Hungarian doctor, Johannes Puecher. The
earlier edition of the little book (Niirnberg, bei
Jeremia Diimlern, 1638) spells out the pseudonyn
”]. de B.” as Johannes de Bikfai. In a Paracelcian = :tm&?ﬂm!ﬂmmy

book from 1663 “Theophrastus Redivivus” there RCHHRERE MOIEE

- luff etlichen Autoribus, wie audh cigher

is mention of a “Johannes alias Bikfai Puecher”, ~ Erfabrung gufammen gervagen
» , 0 o ' Durd
and a “Johannis Puecher Nobilis Ungari” is na- g de "B
med author of a very similar book "Warhaffter S T !
, i - Wilheim Welmfonii und

Bericht Von Nutz und Gebrauch def8 Hermeti ,wmuﬂm '33@- iy
schen Gold- und Silber-Pulvers/ Wie auch Silber- -*r-m m Jage 1699,

Wassers” printed in Ulm in 1648, as well as a

small thesis entitled "Vera relatio de virtute et efficacia pulveris Hermetici et aquae
Lunaris, aquae quidem quotidiano usu ultra viginti annos, pulveris vero plusquam
decennali experientia in pluribus Germaniae et Ungariae locis, comprobatorum”
(Trencsén, 1646).



12 PORTA, Giambattista della. Magiae naturalis libri viginti. Ab ipso quidem aut-
hore adaucti, nunc vero ab infinitis, quibus editiones priores scatebant, mendis,
optime repurgati: in quibus scientarum naturalium divitae & deliciae demon-
strantur. Accessit index, rem omnem dilucide repraesentans, copiosissimus. Li-
brorum ordinem, qui in hoc opere continentur, post praefationem inveniet lector.

Amsterdam, Elizeum Weyerstraten, 1664. 12mo. Engr. title+ (14),+ 670,+ (22) pp.
Woodcut illustrations in text. Small tears in pp. (3) and (5). Weak dampstains up
to p. 30. Some pages with stains and browning. Small hole in p. 515 with loss of a
letter. Pencil underlining on p. 384 and ink notation on p.

169. Very worn contemporary marbled stiff paper wrapper
with defective spine. Signature of L. M. Klase on the inside

i
of the front wrapper dated 1740, and of J. L. Rothman on E j:’[::
e
| ||
I

the engraved title leaf dated Uppsala 174[?]. Library book-
plate of the Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg, and

its handwritten number-label on spine. 15000:-

STCN 094955271. Ferguson II, p. 215-16 for earlier editions.

Caillet 8851, note. Duveen p. 481 for other editions. The nice F 8

engraved title depicts the author at work in his laboratory. - k \ :
Later edition of the most famous work of the Italian natural T A m
philosopher and scientist Giambattista della Porta (or Gio- W =

vanni Battista Della Porta) (1535-1615). It was first published
in 1558 in Naples, consisting then of only four books. It was
later expanded, reaching twenty books in 1589.



Ferguson writes that Della Porta made long
journeys in search of natural knowledge, and
formed an Academy of the Secrets of Nature
in his house at Rome, which was supressed of
course. His work is entitled "Magia Naturalis’
and it is divided into twenty books according
to subjects. This is a more comprehensive
work than some of his predecessors, but I
cannot say that in its contents it is much

more sensible. It had its share of popularity,
however, passed through many Latin edi-
tions, and was translated into all the langua-
ges”. (Ferguson, John. “Biographical Notes on
Histories of Inventions and Books of Secrets”

Part I. pp. 14f.)

Lars Magnus Klase (1722-66) was the respondent to the first dissertation Carl Lin-
naeus published as professor (Dissertatio botanica de Betula nana, 1743). Johan Lud-

vig Rothman was a son of Johan Stensson Rothman who was a teacher of the young
Linnaeus, and had great influence on him.

[Rosencreutz.] Practica leonis viridis,
das ist: Der rechte und wahre Fussteig
zu dem koniglichen chymischen Hoch-
zeitSaal F. C. R. Neben einem Anhang
unnd explication zweyer Tage der chy-
mischen Hochzeit, allen Liebhabern
der Kunst zu gute an Tag gegeben, und
in Druck verfertiget, durch C. V. M.

V. S. (Frankfurt an der Oder), Johan
Thiemen, 1619. 8vo. (2),+ 132 pp. Small
wormbhole in the lower margin throug-
hout. Sprinkled paper boards from

the 20th century with white title label.
Sprinkled edges. Traces of removed
earlier title label. From the library of
the Provincial masonic lodge of Goth-
enburg. 40000:-

VD17 14:008789A. Ferguson I1, p. 223.
Caillet 8948. Cimelia Rhodostaurotica
161. Gardner 123. A guide to the correct
understanding of the first two days of




the Rosicrucian manifest "Chymische Hochzeit Christiani Rosencreutz anno 1459
by Valentin Andreae, which had been published in 1616. This rare pamphlet ("Few
know, fewer have seen this altogether rare tract” quotes Ferguson) is sometimes att-
ributed to Andreae as well, based, it seems, chiefly on a passage in the "Chymische
Hochzeit” were such a guide is announced: “In Summa, solche dunckele verborgene
Spruch und Bilder waren daran, dafs sie die gescheidesten auff Erden nit hiitten
aufSlegen konnen. Es sollen aber alle, so es anderst Gott zulest, in kurtzem von mir
an Tag gebracht, und eroffnet werden.” (Chymische Hochzeit s. 23.)

14

SUCHTEN, Alexander von. Chymische
Schrifften alle, so viel deren vorhanden,
zum ersten mahl zusammen gedruckt,
mit sonderbahrem Fleif} von vielen
Druckfehlern gesaubert, vermehret, und
in zwey Theile, als die Teutschen und
Lateinischen, verfasset. Frankfurt a.M,
Johann Gérlin / Hamburg, In Verlegung
Georg Wolffs, 1680. 8vo. Engr. front.+
(14),+ 486,+ (9) pp. Woodcuts in text.
Soiling and fingerprints or light stains

to some pages. Stain on rear endpapers.
Somewhat soiled contemporary blind-
tooled pigskin binding with raised bands
and red sprinkled edges. Leather scraped
at a couple of spots on the front hinge.
Library bookplate of the Provincial ma-

sonic lodge of Gothenburg, and traces
of removed older label. Hand written
number-label on spine. 15000:-

VD1y 23:239279L. Ferguson II, p. 416. Caillet 10422. Alexander von Suchten (ca 1520-
1575) was a physican, a paracelsian alchemist and a poet from Dirschau (Tczew) or
Dangzig (Gdansk). He published several chemical texts in the mid 16th century, of
which his treatises on antimony became the most spread. His poetical talent, Fer-
guson notes, “has not, however, impressed itself on the historians.” This collection
contains: "Concordantia Chymica, id est, eine Vergleichung etlicher philosophischen
Schriffen, von Bereitung defS Philosophischen Steins”, "Colloquia Chymica, das ist,
Allerhand freundliche, lustige und hochniitzliche Gesprdche, so nicht allein den La-
pidem Philosophicum betreffend [...] sondern auch alle andere Arcana & Mysteria’,
“Von Antimonio, oder Spiefsglafs”, "Antimonio vulgari”, "Dialogus”, "De tribus fa-

cultatibus”, "Explicatio tincturae physicorum Theophrasti Paracelsi”, "De vera medi-
cina” and a small collection of "Elegia”.
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15 WECKER, Johann Jacob. De secretis libri XVII. Ex variis authoribus collecti,
methodiceque digesti, & tertium iam aucti per Ioan Iacobum V Veckerum Ba-

sil. med. olim Colmar. Accessit index locupletissimus. Basel, ex officina Pernea,

1587. 8vo. (8),+ 902,+ 33 pp. Woodcut illustrations in text. Sporadic small ink- and

ruststains. Recurring light dampstain, mostly in the margins, worse towards the

end of the book. Soiled and slightly
defective contemporary vellum, with
partly faded handwritten title on spine.
Boards ends have been pried open to
reveal printer’s waste inside. Bottom
inner corner of rear board and cor-
responding margins of the last few
pages with rodent damage. Plentiful
old ink notations on endpapers, title
leaf and the blank last page. Library
bookplate of the Provincial masonic
lodge of Gothenburg, and its handwrit-
ten number-label on spine. Traces of

earlier wax seals. 9500:-

VD16 W 1374. Ferguson I, p. 534 and
Caillet 11368, both for the 1642 edition.
Duveen p. 612 for the first edition, from
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1582. This is the second edition. One of the old ink notations on the titlepage spe-
cifically mentions the section on "Apparatum ad artem magicam” on pp. 690-735.
Johannes Jacob Wecker (1528-86) was a Swiss physician active in Basel where he also



was professor of dialectic to 1566 when he moved to
Colmar take up position as stadt-physicus. In 1559
he translated, in order to "keep up his knowledge
of Italian” the book of secrets of Alessio Piemontese
to Latin, and so contributed to the great success
and spread of that work. He was married to Anna
Wecker, poet and cook-book author. The husband
of her daughter from her first marriage, theologist
Nicolaus Taurellus figures as one of the “various

authors” from which this work is compiled. She also |

posthumously published Wecker’s "Antidotarivm
Speciale” in 1588.

"
R S Y

Ny

B g |
rrrmaly

Ll
..:t.ng‘




16 WIRDIG, Sebastian. Nova medicina spirituum: Curiosa scientia & doctrina, una-
nimiter hucusque neglecta, & a nemine merito exculta, medicis tamen & physicis
utilissima. In qua Primo Spirituum naturalis constitutio, vita, sanitas tempera-
menta, ingenia, calidum innatum, phantasiae vires, ideae, astrorum influentiae,
peTepyXwolg, rerum magnetissimi, sympatiae & antipatiae, qualitates hactenus
occultae, aliaq; caeteroquin abstrusa & paradoxa; Dehinc spirituum praeterna-
turalis seu morbosa Dispositio, causae, curationes per naturam, per diaetam, per
arcana majora, palingenesiam, magnetissimum seu sympatheismum, transplan-
tationes, amuleta, ingenue & dilucide demonstrantur. (1)-2. Hamburg, ex officina
Gothofredi Schulzen / Amsterdam, apud Johannem Janssonium a Waesberge,
1673. 12mo. Engr. fold. title,+ (44),+ 238,+ (2, blank); engr. fold. title,+ 3-210, 221-
284,+ (12) pp. Scattered small stains. Soiling to p. (8) and to p. 183 in part 2. Offset-
ting on pp. (28-29) and p. 1. Stain on p. 145 and dampstain in the margin of pp.
199-200 in part 2. Stain on p. 197 with loss
of a word ("spiritibus”) and on p. 275 in part
2 with loss of a letter. Somewhat soiled con-
temporary vellum with sprinkled edges and,
slightly smudged, handwritten title on spine.
Front flyleaf defective. Old ink notations on
inside rear board. Library bookplate of the
Provincial masonic lodge of Gothenburg,
and its handwritten number-label on spine.

19000:-

STCN 097645230. Cf. VD17 1:068851V, with
different imprint. Not in Ferguson. Caillet
11448. Duveen p. 622. Complete despite the
erratic pagination. Also published in Frank-
furt the same year, a new edition came out
in 1688. Errata leaf bound in the first part.
"A very curious work, attributing the causes of many diseases to spirits and basing

their cure on this theory. There is a great deal on insanity. The methods of treatment
are partly chemical, partly magnetical, even such modern ideas as suggestion and
other mental treatments are proposed.” (Duveen.) Sebastian Wirdig (1613-1687) from
Torgau in Saxony, was a physician and professor in Rostock. His theories are based
on the belief in two types of spirits. The spirits of the human body, which make up
the soul and reside in the blood, and the spirits of the air (heat and cold) with whom
the spirits of the body combine and thus cause illnesses. In addition, he also develops
a theory of magnetism. Magnetic attraction exists not only between heavenly and
worldly bodies, but also between all living things. These spirits and magnetism can
be influenced in various ways, includning alchemical treatments and talismans.
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